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The following shows the most frequent combinations of Malagasy roots and valence-changing verbal affixes. 

Roots

The roots are divided into 4 classes:

(1) Passive roots
Examples: vaky ‘(be) broken’, araka ‘(be) followed’

This class is characterized by the following properties: (i) the unprefixed root can function as the main predicate; (ii) the construction is passive, i.e. the agent argument stands in the genitive. 

(2) Nominal roots
This class falls into two subclasses:

(a) nominal roots that can function as verbal arguments when unprefixed, e.g. trano ‘house’,  fitaratra ‘glass’.

(b) nominal roots that always require verbal prefixes, e.g. jaly ‘suffering’, hinana ‘eating’.

The reason these two subclasses are treated together is that neither of them can function as the main predicate in an unprefixed form. The only exception is provided by the roots of subclass (a) in the present tense. However, they cannot take temporal prefixes like other verbs, cf.:

trano 
tsara  
io.

house 
good 
this

This is a good house.


*ho-trano
tsara
io



fut-house
good
this


This will be a good house.

(3) Adjectival roots
Examples: petaka ‘flat’, gaga ‘surprised’

This class is characterized by the following properties: (i) the unprefixed root can function as the main predicate; (ii) the construction is either active or passive, depending on the root.

The main reason for classifying adjectives separately from verbs is that they behave differently in modificational constructions. When an adjective functions as a modifier, it normally precedes the genitive and is not compatible with the relative pronoun izay ‘which’, e.g. 

hita-ko

[ny
orona
petak’

i
Jeanne]

seen-1sg
det
nose
flat.gen

det
J.

I saw Jeanne’s flat nose.

In contrast, the modifying verb (relative clause) must follow the genitive. e.g.:

ilay
satroka
 fotsyn-dRakoto

(izay)
no-vidi-ko

that
hat
 white.gen-Koto

which
past-price-1sg

the white hat of Koto that I bought

The null copula relative clause with an adjective as a predicate also follows the genitive, cf.:

hitako
ny
oron’

i
Jeanne

izay
petaka

I.saw
det
nose.gen
det
J.

which
flat

I saw the nose of Jeanne which is flat.

(4) Active roots
Examples: tia ‘love’, avi ‘come’

This is a small closed class with the following properties: (i) the unprefixed root can function as the main predicate; (ii) the construction is either active, i.e. the agent stands in the nominative, or - for some verbs - both the active and the passive constructions are allowed. 

Affixes

The following valence-changing affixes will be considered:

Prefixes: 

(i) Primary prefixes (apply directly to roots)

AN 

active

I

active

AHA

active

ActiveA
active

PassiveA
passive

TAFA

passive

VOA

passive

(ii) Secondary prefixes (apply to the combination of a root and a primary prefix)



IF

active (reciprocal)

ANK

active (causative)


AMP 

active (causative)

Suffixes: Passive1 in -(C)Vna, Passive2 in -(C)ana
Combinations

The tables below show typical combinations of roots and affixes.

Patterns with 1 prefix:

	
	Passive
	Nominal
	Adjectival
	Active

	ROOT-Pass1
	+
	+
	+
	-

	AN-ROOT
	+
	+
	+
	-

	I-ROOT
	+
	+
	+
	- 

	AHA-ROOT
	+
	+
	+
	+

	ActA-ROOT
	+
	+
	-
	-

	PassA-ROOT
	+
	+
	+
	-

	TAFA-ROOT
	+
	+
	+
	-

	VOA-ROOT
	+
	+
	+
	-

	AN-ROOT-Pass2
	+
	+
	+
	-

	AHA-ROOT-Pass2
	+
	+
	+
	+

	ActA-ROOT-Pass2
	+
	+
	-
	-

	I-ROOT-Pass2
	+
	+
	+
	+


Some impossible combinations:

(1) Non-prefixed roots do not combine with Passive2.

(2) All primary prefixes do not combine with Passive1.

(3) Passive primary prefixes do not combine Passive2 either.

(4) ActiveA does not combine with Passive2.

Patterns with 2 prefixes: 

	
	Passive
	Nominal
	Adjectival
	Active

	AHA-VOA-ROOT
	+
	+ 
	+ 
	-

	AHA-TAFA-ROOT
	+ 
	+ 
	+ 
	-

	ANK-ActA-ROOT
	-
	+ 
	-
	-

	ANK-ActA-ROOT-Pas1
	-
	+
	-
	-

	ANK-ActA-ROOT-Pas2
	-
	+
	-
	-

	AMP-AN-ROOT
	+
	+ 
	+ 
	-

	AMP-AN-ROOT-Pas1
	+
	+
	+
	-

	AMP-AN-ROOT-Pas2
	+
	+
	+
	-

	AMP-I-ROOT
	+
	+ 
	+ 
	-

	AMP-I-ROOT-Pas1
	+
	+
	+
	-

	AMP-I-ROOT-Pas2
	+
	+
	+
	-

	AMP-AHA-ROOT
	+ 
	-
	+ 
	+ 

	AMP-AHA-ROOT-Pas1
	+
	-
	-
	-

	AMP-AHA-ROOT-Pas2
	+
	-
	-
	-

	AMP-VOA-ROOT
	+
	+
	+
	-

	AMP-TAFA-ROOT
	-
	-
	+
	-

	I-AN-ROOT
	+ 
	+
	-
	-

	I-AN-ROOT-Pas2
	+
	+
	-
	-

	IF-AN-ROOT
	+
	+
	+
	-

	IF-AN-ROOT-Pas2
	+
	+
	+
	-


Some impossible combinations:

(1) Active primary prefixes do not normally combine with each other, with the exception of I-AN combination.

(2) Passive primary prefixes do not combine with each other.

(3) Passive primary prefixes do not combine with active primary prefixes.

(4) ANK-causative only combines with ActiveA.

(5) Reciprocal IF only combines with active and is not compatible with Passive 1.

(6) Causative AMP combines with active primary prefixes (except for ActiveA), as well as the passive TAFA and VOA.

Patterns with 3 prefixes: 

	
	Passive
	Nominal
	Adjectival
	Active 

	IF-AMP-I-ROOT

	-
	+
	-
	-

	IF-AMP-I-ROOT-Pas2

	-
	+
	-
	-

	IF-AMP-AN-ROOT
	+
	-
	-
	-

	IF-ANK-ActA-ROOT 
	+
	-
	-
	+

	IF-ANK-ActA-ROOT-Pas2
	+
	-
	-
	+

	AMP-AHA-TAFA-ROOT
	+
	+
	-
	-

	AMP-AHA-VOA-ROOT
	-
	+
	-
	-

	AMP-IF-AN-ROOT

	+
	+
	+
	-

	AMP-IF-AN-ROOT-Pas1
	+
	+
	+
	-

	AMP-IF-AN-ROOT-Pas2
	+
	+
	+
	-

	AMP-I-AN-ROOT
	+
	+
	-
	-

	AMP-I-AN-ROOT-Pas1
	-
	+
	-
	-

	AMP-I-AN-ROOT-Pas2
	+
	+
	-
	-


Some impossible combinations:

(1) Reciprocal IF does not combine with Passive1.

(2) Reciprocal IF does not combine with primary passive prefixes.

Examples
The most frequent patterns are shown first.

Glosses: 

Acc- accusative, Act - active, Det - determiner, Foc - focus, Fut - future, Gen - genitive, Imp - imperative, Loc - locative, Neg - negation, Pas - passive, Pl - plural, Pres - present, Sg - singular; “=” denotes coreference

Thematic roles:

AG 
agent, experiencer, causer of causatives derived from intransitive verbs, … 

CAUSER 
causer of cuasatives derived from transitive verbs, …

TH 

patent, theme, causee of the causatives derived from intransitive verbs, …

CAUSEE 
causee of the caussatives derived from transitive verbs

GOAL 
goal, beneficiary … 


CIRC 

manner, reason, purpose, circumstances, time, location …

SOURCE 
source 




INST 

instrument




POS 

possessor

Passive roots

ROOT



[NOM (TH), (GEN (AG))]



heno-ko
izy


heard-1Sg
he


He is heard by me. 

sitrana 
i 
Jeanne.
cured 
Det 
J.
Jeanne is cured.

[NOM (TH), GEN (INSTR/CIRC)]  - only in colloquial language

   sitran'           
ny 
argile 
verte 

zany


   cured.by 

Det  
clay     
green  
that

That can be cured by green clay.
ROOT + Pas1



[NOM (TH), GEN (AG)]




vak-in' 

i 
Paoly 
ny 
fitaratra.
broken-Pas1 
Det
P. 
Det 
glass
The glass is being (deliberately) broken by Paul.

AN + ROOT 



[NOM (AG), ACC (TH)] 


n-and-resy

azy
aho


Past-AN-defeated
3.Acc
I


I defeated him.


n-an-jera

an'
ilay
trano
i
Paoly

Past-AN-fallen
Acc
that
house
Det
P.

Paul caused that house to fall. 



I + ROOT


[NOM (AG)] 


n-i-petraka
tany

Antsirabe
Rabe


Past-I-placed
Past.there
A.

R.


Rabe lived in Antsirabe.

[NOM (AG), ACC (TH)]


n-i-haino
azy
aho


Past-I-listened
3.Acc
I


I listened to him.

ActA + ROOT



[NOM (AG)]

m-a-hita           i        
Jeanne.

Pres-A-seen 
Det 
J.

Jeanne can see.


[NOM (AG), ACC (TH)]
m-a-hita           ny 
reni-ny              i       
Jeanne.

Pres-A-seen 
Det 
mother-3Sg 
Det 
J.

Jeanne can see her mother.

PassA + ROOT



[NOM (TH), GEN (AG)]






a-joro-n'

i 
Paoly
eo
an-tokotany
ny
andry


A-set.upright-by
Det
P.
there
Loc-courtyard
Det
post


The post is set upright in the courtyard by Paul.

TAFA + ROOT



[NOM (TH) (GEN (AG))]



tafa-vory

ry
zareo


TAFA-gathered
Det.Pl
they


They happen to be gathered.


tafa-iditra-ko


ny
omby


TAFA-brought.in-1Sg

Det
cow


I got the cows in. 

VOA + ROOT



[NOM (TH), GEN (AG)] 


voa-latsak'      

i    
Paoly 
ny  
zana(ka)-ny

VOA-enrolled.by 
Det 
P.  
Det 
child(ren)-3Sg

His children have been deliberately and successfully enrolled by Paul.

AHA + ROOT



[NOM (AG)]


m-aha-sitrana 

io
Pres-AHA-cured 
this
This causes (something) to be cured. 

[NOM (AG), ACC (TH)]
m-aha-sitrana 

ny  
sida    
io

Pres-AHA-cured 
Det  
AIDS
this

This can cure AIDS. 

[NOM (CIRC), ACC (TH)]


ahoana 
no 
n-aha-sitrana 

an' 
i 
Jeanne?
how 

Foc 
Past-AHA-cured 
Acc 
Det 
J.
How is it that Jeanne got cured?

AN + ROOT + Pas2


[NOM (CIRC/INST), GEN (AG), ACC (TH)]


ny
vata
n-a-metra-han

dRabe

ny
vola


Det
trunk
Past-AN-placed-Pas2
R.Gen

Acc
money


the trunk in which Rabe put the money

n-an-enjeh-an


dRabe 

ny 
jiolahy 
ny 
fiara

Past-AN-pursued-Pas2
Rabe.Gen 
Det 
thief 

Det 
car

The car was used by Rabe to chase the thief

ahoana
no
n-and-res-en’


i
Jeanne
an’
i
Paoly?

how
Foc
Past-An-defeated-Pas2
Det
J.
Acc
Det
P.

How did Jeanne defeat Paul?

I + ROOT + Pas2


[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG)]


ny
tanana
n-i-petra-ha-ko

taloha


Det
village
Past-I-placed-Pas2-1Sg
before


the village where I lived before


[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG), ACC(TH)]

ahoana no 
n-i-tadidiav-an'

i 
Jeanne an '
io?
how 
Foc 
Past-I-remembered-Pas2 
Det 
J. 
Acc 
this
How did Jeanne (deliberately) remember this?


AHA + ROOT + Pas2


[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG)]

ny 
andro 
nahaterahan

dRabe

det 
day 
Past-AHA-born
Rabe.Gen

the day on which Rabe was born


[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG), ACC (TH)]

taiza     no   
n-a-hita-an’       
i    
Jeanne 

an’
i 
Paoly?

where 
Foc 
Past-AHA-seen-Pas2
Det 
J. 

Acc 
Det 
P.

Where was Paul seen/found by Jeanne?

ActA + Root + Pas2


[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG), ACC (TH)]

t-aiza 

no 
n-a-hit-a(na)-nao 

an'
io?
Perf-where 
Foc 
Past-AHA-seen-Pas2.2Sg 
Acc 
this
'Where did you get to see this? 

AHA + VOA + ROOT



[NOM (CIRC), ACC (TH)]
ahoana 
no 
n-aha-voa-hintsana 

an' 
io?
how 

Foc 
Past-AHA-VOA-shaken.off 
Acc 
this
How was this shaken off?


AHA + TAFA + ROOT



[NOM (CIRC), ACC (AG)]

ahoana 
no 
n-aha-tafa-petraka 

an' 
i 
Jeanne?
how 

Foc 
past-AHA-TAFA-placed 
Acc 
Det 
J.
How come Jeanne found herself sitting?

AMP + AN + ROOT


[NOM (CAUSER), ACC (TH), ACC (CAUSEE)] 

n-amp-am-vory

ny
mpianatra
an' 
i 
Jeanne i 
Paoly

Past-AMP-AN-gathered
Det
students
Acc
Det 
J. 
Det 
P.

Paul caused Jeanne to gather the students.


[NOM (AG), ACC (TH)]


n-amp-an-deha
an’
i
Jeanne
omaly

i
Paoly


Past-AMP-AN-gone
Acc
Det
J.
yesterday
Det
P.


Paul caused Jeanne to walk / Paul dragged Jeanne along.

AMP + I + ROOT


[NOM (AG), ACC (TH)]

n-amp-i-vory 

ny
mpianatra
i
Paoly

Past-AMP-I-gathered
Det
students
Det
P.

Paul caused the students to meet.


[NOM (CAUSER), ACC (CAUSEE), ACC(TH)]

n-amp-i-tadidy 

an’
io
an’
i
Jeanne

i
Paoly

Past-AMP-I-remembered
Acc
this
Acc
Det
J. 

Det
P.

Paul caused Jeanne to remember this.

AMP + AHA + ROOT 


[NOM (AG), ACC (CAUSEE), ACC (TH)]

m-amp-aha-fantatra 

an’
io
an’
i
Jeanne
i
Paoly

Pres-AMP-AHA-known
Acc
this
Acc
Det
J.
Det
P.

Paul caused Jeanne to become aware of this.



[NOM (CIRC), ACC (TH)]  




ahoana 
no 
n-amp-aha-vaky 
an' 
io?
 how 
Foc 
Past-AMP-AHA-broken 
Acc
this
How come this has been broken?

AMP + VOA + ROOT


[NOM (CIRC), ACC (TH)]  

ahoana no 
n-ampa-voa-fidy 

an' 
i 
Paoly.
how 
Foc 
Past-AMP-VOA-elected 
Acc 
Det 
P.
How is it that Paul has been elected?

IF + AN + ROOT


[NOM (AG = TH)]



m-if-an-enjika 
Rabe 
sy 
Rakoto

Pres-IF-AN-pursued 
R. 
and 
Ra.

Rabe and Rakoto are chasing each other
[NOM (AG = POS), ACC (TH)]

m-if-an-fantatra
toetra

i
Soa
sy
i
Vao


Pres-IF-AN-known
character
Det
S.
and
Det
V.


Soa and Vao are getting to know each other's character. 


I + AN + ROOT


[NOM (AG)]

n-i-an-jera 

ilay
trano
Past-I-AN-fallen 
that 
house
That house fell.

AMP + AN + ROOT + Pas1



[NOM (TH), GEN (AG)]


n-am-an-deha-nan’

i
Paoly
i
Jeanne


Past-AMP-AN-gone-Pas1.by
Det
P.
Det
J.


Jeanne was dragged along by Paul.

AMP + AN + ROOT + Pas2


[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG), ACC (TH)]


omaly

no
n-amp-an-deha-nan’

i
Paoly
an’
i
Jeanne


yesterday
Foc
Past-AMP-AN-gone-Pas1.by
Det
P.
Acc
Det
J.


Yesterday Jeanne was dragged along by Paul.

[NOM (CAUSEE), GEN (CAUSER), ACC (TH)]

n-amp-a-maki-an'


i 
Jeanne 
kitay 
 i 
Paoly.

Past-AMP-AN-broken-Pas1.by
Det 
J.  
wood  
Det 
Paul 

 

Paul was made (somewhat coercively) by Jeanne to chop wood.

AMP + I + ROOT + Pas1


[NOM (CAUSEE), GEN (CAUSER), ACC (TH)]

n-amp-i-tadidid-avan’


i
Paoly
an’
io
i
Jeanne

Past-AMP-I-remembered-Pas1.by
Det
P.
Acc
this
Det
J.

Jeanne was made by Paul to memorize this.

AMP + I + ROOT + Pas2


[NOM (CIRC), GEN (CAUSER), ACC (CAUSEE), ACC (TH)]


omaly

no
n-amp-i-tadidi-avan’


i
Paoly
an’
io

yesterday
Foc
Past-AMP-I-remembered-Pas1.by
Det
P.
Acc
this

an’
i
Jeanne

Acc
det
J.

Yesterday Jeanne was made by Paul to memorise this.

AMP + AHA + ROOT + Pas1



[NOM (TH), GEN (AG), ACC (GOAL)]

amp-aha-fantar-in’ 

i
Paoly
an’
i
Jeanne
io

AMP-AHA-known-Pas1.by
Det
P.
Acc
Det
J.
this

This has been communicated by Paul to Jeanne.


AMP + AHA + ROOT + Pas2



[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG), ACC (GOAL), ACC (TH)]


omaly

no
amp-aha-fantar-an’

i 
Paoly
an’ 
io



yesterday 
Foc
AMP-AHA-known-Pas2.by
Det
P.
Acc
this

an’
i
Jeanne


Acc
Det
J.

Yesterday Jeanne was made aware of this by Paul.

I + AN + ROOT + Pas2



[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG)]

ahoana 
no 

n-i-an-jera-n’ 


ilay 
trano?
how 
Foc
Past-I-AN-fallen-Pas2.by 
that 
house
How did that house fall?



h-i-an-jera-n’


ny
vilia
ny
latabatra


Fut-I-AN-fallen-Pas2.by
Det
plate
Det
table


The table is where the plate will fall.

IF + AN + ROOT + Pas2


[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG = TH)

tsy 
n-if-an-drenes-ana          
ilay  
kotaba.

Neg 
Past-IF-AN-heard-Pas2 
that 
turmoil

The turmoil was why people did not hear each other.

[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG = POS), ACC (TH)]

tsy 
misy         
tokony 
if-a-maki-ana     
loha 
izany.

Neg 
there.is 
must   

IF-AN-broken-Pas2 
head 
that

There is no reason why they must smash each other's head.
IF + AMP + AN + ROOT   - 
only in colloquial language


[NOM (AG = TH)]

tsy 
m-if-amp-an-dray 

an-trano 
intsony 
ry 
zareo.
neg 
Pres-IF-AMP-AN-received 
Loc-house 
no.longer 
Det.Pl 
they
They no longer welcome each other in each other's home.



[NOM (AG = POS), ACC (TH)]

n-if-amp-an-maky 

CV 
ry 
zareo.
Past-IF-AMP-AN-broken 
CV 
Det.Pl 
they
They read each others' curriculum vitas. 

IF + ANK + ActiA + ROOT
 


[NOM (AG = TH)]

n-if-ank-a-hita            
i    
Jeanne 
sy  
i    
Paoly.

Past-IF-ANK-A-seen 
Det 
J. 
and 
Det 
P.

Jeanne and Paul saw each other.

IF + ANK + ActiA + ROOT + Pas2



[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG = TH)]

taiza     no    
n-if-ank-a-hita-n’  
 

i    
Jeanne 

sy  
i    

where 
Foc 
Past-IF-ANK-A-seen-Pas2.by 
Det 
J. 
    
and 
Det 
Paoly?

P.

Where did Jeanne and Paul see each other?

AMP + AHA + TAFA + ROOT 


[NOM (CIRC), ACC (TH)]  

ahoana 
no 
n-amp-aha-tafa-janona 

an' 
i 
Paoly

how 
Foc 
Past-AMP-AHA-TAFA-stopped 
Acc 
Det 
P.

How was Paul left behind?

AMP + IF + AN + ROOT 



[NOM (CAUSER), ACC (CAUSEE = TH)]

inona 
no    
n-amp-if-an-drotika            
an
dry        zareo?

what  
Foc 
Past-AMP-IF-AN-shredded 
Acc
Det.Pl 
they

What caused them to shred each other to pieces?

AMP + IF + AN + ROOT + Pas1


[NOM (CAUSEE = TH), GEN (CAUSER)]


n-amp-if-and-rais-an’


i
Petera
i
Jeanne
sy
i
Paoly


Past-AMP-IF-AN-taken-Pas1.by
Det
P.
Det
J.
and
Det
P.
Jean and Paul have been made by Peter to communicate (with each other).

AMP + IF + AN + ROOT + Pas2


[NOM (CIRC), NOM (AG = TH)]

teo       
amp-if-an-droteh-ana           
ry      
zareo     no    
tonga   

i    
Jeanne

there 
AMP-IF-AN-shredded-Pas.2 
Det.Pl 
they 
Foc 
arrive 

Det 
J.

In the middle of shredding each other to pieces were they when Jeanne arrived.

 [NOM (CIRC), GEN (CAUSER), ACC (CAUSER = TH)]


omaly

no
n-amp-if-an-dais-an’


i
Petera
an’
i 


yesterday
Foc
Past-AMP-IF-AN-taken-Pas2.by
Det
P.
Acc
Det
Jeanne 

sy
i 
Paoly

J.

and
Det
P.

Yesterday Jeanne and Paul were made to communicate by Peter.

AMP + I + AN + ROOT 



[NOM (AG), AG (TH)]

n-amp-i-an-jera 

ilay 
trano 
i 
Paoly.
Past-AMP-I-AN-thrown 
that 
house 
Det 
P.
Paul caused the house to fall.

AMP + I + AN + ROOT + Pas2


[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG)]


taiza
no
n-i-an-jera-n'


ny
latabatra

where
Foc
Past-I-AN-thrown-Pas2.by
Det
table

Where did the table fall?




[NOM (TH), GEN(AG)]

n-i-an-jera-n’ 


ilay 
trano 
i 
Paoly.
Past-I-AN-thrown-Pas.2.by 
that 
house 
Det
P.


Paul was (adversatively) fallen over by that house.


Nominal roots

ROOT + Pas1




[NOM (TH), GEN (AG)]

loto-in’ 
i 
Paoly 

ny 
rano
dirt-Pas1.by 
Det 
P. 

Det 
water
The water is being soiled by Paul.

[NOM (TH), GEN (AG), ACC (INST)]




hosora-n’

i
Jeanne
menaka
i 
Paoly

smearing-Pas1.by
Det
J.
oil

Det
P.

Paul is being smeared with oil by Jeanne.


[NOM (TH), GEN (AG), OBLIQUE (GOAL)]


no-vidi-in

dRabe

hoan-dRasoa
ity
lobaka

ity



Past-price-Pas1.by
R.Gen

or-R.

this
shirt

this

This shirt was bought for Rasoa by Rabe.


[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG), ACC (TH)]

lafih-in'

i
Soa
bozaka
ny
atody
akoho

place.under-Pas1.by
Det
S.
straw
Det
egg
chicken

The chicken eggs have straw put under them by Soa.






[NOM (GOAL), GEN (AG), ACC (TH)]

tolor-ana
vodiakoho

ny
ray
aman-dreny

offer-Pas1
signs.of.respect
Det
father
and-mother

One's parents are offered signs of respect.

AN + ROOT





[NOM (AG), ACC (TH)]

m-an-doko 

varavarana 

i 
Jaona.
Pres-AN-colour 
door(s)/window(s) 
Det
J.
John is painting doors/windows.'

[NOM (AG), ACC (TH), ACC (CIRC)]

m-an-dafika

bozaka
ny
atody
akoho

i
Soa

Pres-AN-place.under 
straw
Det
egg
chicken
Det
S.

Soa puts straw under the chicken eggs.

[NOM (AG), ACC (TH), ACC (GOAL)]


n-an-tolotra  
boky 
azy 
aho 

Past-AN-offer 
book 
3.Acc 
I

I offered a book to him

[NOM (AG), ACC (TH), ACC (INST)]

m-an-drakotra

bodofotsy
an’
i
Paoly
i
Jeanne

Pres-AN-cover
blanket

Acc
Det
P.
Det
J.

Jeanne covers Paul with blanket.




I + ROOT






[NOM (AG)]


n-i-sasa        

 i       
Jeanne.

Past-I-washing 
Det 
J.

Jeanne had a wash.


[NOM (AG), ACC (TH)]

n-i-hinana
ny
laoka
tao
am-bilany
ny
saka

Past-I-eating
Det
food
there
Loc-pot
Det
cat

The cat ate (all) the food in the pot. 


[NOM (AG), OBLIQUE (GOAL)]




n-i-resaka 

tamin' 
i 
Jeanne 
i 
Paoly
Past-I-conversation
with 
Det 
J. 
Det 
P.
Paul talked to Jeanne.


[NOM (AG), ACC (INST)]





m-i-rakotra
bodofotsy
i
Jeanne


Pres-I-cover
blanket

Det
J.


Jeanne covers herself with a blanket.

ActA + ROOT




[NOM (AG)]
m-a-loto         
ilay      vilia

Pres-A-dirt 
that 
plate

That plate is dirty.

[NOM (AG), ACC (TH)]

m-a-toky 

an'
i 
Jeanne 
i 
Paoly
Pres-A-confidence 
Acc 
Det 
J. 
Det 
P.
Paul has confidence in Jeanne.

PasA + ROOT




[NOM (TH), GEN (AG)]

n-a- hetsik’ 

i 
Jeanne 
ilay 
fitaratra
Past-A-motion.by 
Det 
J. 
that 
glass
That glass was moved by Jeanne.

[NOM (TH), GEN (AG), ACC (CIRC)]

a-lafik'

i
Soa
ny
atody
akoho

ny
bozaka


A-place.under 
Det
S.
Det
egg
chicken
Det
straw

The straw is put under the chicken eggs by Soa.

[NOM (TH), GEN (AG), ACC (GOAL)]


a-tolotry      
ny 
mpianatra  ny
ray      aman-dreni-ny
     ny 
vodiakoho

A-offer.by 
Det 
student(s) Det
father  and-mother-3Pl    Det 
chicken.rump

The chicken rump is being offered by the students to their parents.

[NOM (INST), ACC (TH), GEN (AG)]

langilangy 
no 
n-a-kapo-ny 

ny 
loha-n’ 
ilay 
alika
stick 

Foc 
Past-A-beating-3Sg 
Det 
head-Gen 
that 
dog
It was a stick which was hurled by him/her at the head of that dog.

TAFA + ROOT



[NOM (AG)]

tafa-tsangan

tampoka
aho

TAFA-tallness
suddenly
I

I stood up suddenly.

VOA + ROOT



[NOM (TH)]

izany 
no 
voa-laza-ny 

that 
Foc 
VOA-fame-3Sg

That is what was said by him.

voa-kasoka 
ilay 
fiara.

VOA-rubbing  that  
car

The car was rubbed.

[NOM (GOAL), ACC (TH)] 

voa-isy   
sira 
ny  
sakafo

VOA-existing 
salt 
Det 
food

The food has been added salt to.

AHA + ROOT



[NOM (AG), ACC (TH)]


n-aha-loaka

ilay
varavarana
i 
Jeanne


Past-AHA-hole
that
door

Det
J.


Jean was able to perforate the door.


[NOM (CIRC), ACC (TH)]

ahoana 
no 
n-aha-loaka 

an' 
io?
how 

Foc 
Past-AHA-hole 
Acc 
this
In what manner has this been perforated?


AN + ROOT + Pas2



[NOM (CIRC/GOAL), GEN (AG), ACC (TH)]

i-an-aov-an


dRabe 

ny 
trano 
Rasoa

Pres-AN-making-Pas2
R.Gen 

Det 
house 
R.

Rabe is making the house for / because of Rasoa


[NOM (INST), GEN (AG), ACC (TH)]

a-nao-van
dRabe

farafara
ity
vy
ity

A-doing-Pas2
R.Gen

bed

this
metal
this

This metal is used for making beds by Rabe.

[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG), ACC (TH), ACC (SOURCE)]


ny
antony
n-an-gatah-an


dRabe

vola
azy


Det
reason
Past-AN-request-Pas2

R.Gen

money
3.Acc


the reason that Rabe asked him for money


[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG), ACC (TH), ACC (GOAL)]


n-an-tolotra-na-koo

vary
(hoan’)
ny
vahiny
ny
lovia
vaovao


Past-AN-gift-Pas2-1Sg
rice
to
Det
guests
Det
dishes
new


The new dishes were used by me for presenting rice on to the guests. 

I + ROOT + Pas2



[NOM (CIRC)]

I-jali-ana        
ny  
rano.   



I-suffer-Pas2 
Det 
water

The water is the cause of suffering.

[NOM (TH), GEN (AG)] 

n-i-hinana-n'

ny
saka
ny
laoka
tao
am-bilany

Past-I-eating-Pas2.by
Det
cat
Det 
food
there 
Loc-pot

The cat ate some of the food in the pot. 

[NOM (INST), GEN(AG)]

n-i-rakof-an’ 

i 
Jeanne 
ilay 
bodofotsy

Past-I-cover-Pas2

Det
J.
that
blanket

That blanket was used by Jeanne to cover herself.


[NOM (GOAL), GEN (AG), ACC (TH)]

i-vidi-anan
dRasoa

mofo
i
Koto

I-price-Pas2
R.gen

bread
Det
K.


Koto has bread bought for him by Rasoa.

AHA + ROOT + Pas2



[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG)]

taiza
no
n-aha-fates-an’

i
Jeanne




where
Foc
Past-AHA-corpse-Pas2
Det
J.


Where did Jeanne die?

[NOM (GOAL), GEN (AG), ACC (TH)]

a-si-an’ 


i        
Jeanne sira 
ny 
sakafo.

AHA-existing-Pas2       Det 
J. 
salt 
Det 
food

The food is being added salt to by Jeanne.
ActA + ROOT + Pas2




[NOM (TH), GEN (AG)]

n-i-tokis-an’      

i       
Paoly 
i       
Jeanne.

Past-I-confidence-Pas2 
Det 
P.  
Det 
J.

Jeanne was trusted by Paul.

I + AN + ROOT 



[NOM (AG)]

n-i-an-tonta 

ilay
fiaramanidina
Past-I-AN-dumping 
that 
aerolane
That aeroplane fell.

AHA + VOA + ROOT



[NOM (TH)]



m-aha-voa-sazy 


io

Pres-AHA-VOA-punishment

this

This is liable to punishment.


[NOM (CIRC), ACC (TH)]




ahoana 
no 
n-aha-voa-hetsika 

an' 
io?
how 

Foc 
Past-AHA-VOA-motion
Acc 
this
How was this moved?

AHA + TAFA + ROOT  




[NOM (CIRC), ACC (AG)]


ahoana

no
n-aha-tafa-tsangana

an’
o
Paoly
how

Foc
Past-AHA-TAFA-erection
Acc
Det
P.
How did Paul find himself being standing up?

ANK + ActA + ROOT



[NOM (AG), ACC (TH)]

m-ank-a-siaka 


an' 
i 
Paoly 
i 
Jeanne.
Pres-ANK-A-fierceness 
Acc 
Det 
P. 
Det 
J.
Jeanne deliberately causes Paul to become nasty.


io   
no    
n-ank-a-rary      
an' 
i    
Paoly

this 
Foc 
Past-ANK-A-illness 
Acc 
Det 
P.

It is this which caused Paul to get sick.

AMP + AN + ROOT





[NOM (CAUSER), ACC (CAUSEE), ACC (TH)]


n-amp-a-nao


farafara
azy
iho

Past-AMP-ACT-doing
bed

3.Acc
I

I caused him to make bed.

AMP + I + ROOT





[NOM (AG), ACC (TH)]


n-amp-i-homehy       
an'  
i       
Jeanne  
i       
Paoly.

Past-AMP-I-laugh
Acc 
Det 
J. 

Det 
P.

Paul made Jeanne laugh.


[NOM (CAUSER), ACC (CAUSEE), ACC (TH)]


n-amp-i- hosotra 

menaka ny 
zana-ny 
i 
Jeanne
Past-AMP-I-smearing 
oil 
Det 
child-3Sg 
Det 
J.
Jeanne asked her child to smear oil on herself. 


AMP + VOA + ROOT




[NOM (CIRC), ACC (TH)]


ny 
ditra-ny 
no 
n-ampa-voa-kapoka 

an' 
i 
Paoly.
Det 
mischief-3Sg 
Foc 
Past-AMP-VOA-blowing 
Acc 
Det 
P.
It was because of his mischief that Paul has been punished.

IF + AN + ROOT






[NOM (AG = TH)]

m-if-an-haja

Rabe
sy
Rakoto


Pres-IF-AN-respect
R.
and
R.


Rabe and Rakoto respect each other


[NOM (AG = GOAL), ACC (TH)]



m-if-an-soratra

taratasy
Rabe
sy
Rakoto

Pres-REC-AN-writing

letters

R.
and
R.

Rabe and Rakoto write each other letters.

I + AN + ROOT + Pas2




[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG)]

ahoana 
no 
n-i-an-tonta-n’ 

ilay 
fiaramanidina?
how 

Foc 
Past-I-AN-dumping-Pas2.by 
that 
aeroplane
How did the plane fall?
 

ANK + ActA + ROOT + Pas1


[NOM (TH), GEN (AG)]

ank-a-siah-in’ 


i 
Jeanne 

i 
Paoly
ANK-A-nastyness-Pas1 
Det 
J. 

Det 
Paul
Paul is being deliberately caused by Jeanne to become angry.
 
ank-a-laza-n’

i
Paoly
Andriamanitra

ANK-A-fame-Pas1
Det
P.
God

The God is being praised by Paul.
 

ANK + A + ROOT + Pas2



[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG), ACC (TH)]


ahoana 
no 
n-ank-a-siah-an’ 

i 
Jeanne 
an' 
i 
Paoly?
how 

Foc 
Past-ANK-A-nastyness-Pas2 
Det 
J. 
Acc 
Det 
P.
How did Jeanne deliberately cause Paul to get enraged?

AMP + AN + ROOT + Pas1



[NOM (CAUSEE), GEN (CAUSER), ACC (TH)]


n-amp-an-ao-vin

dRabe

farafara
aho


Past-AMP-AN-doing-Pas1
R.Gen

bed

I

I was made to make a bed by Rabe.

[NOM (TH), GEN (CAUSER), ACC (CAUSEE)]


n-amp-an-ao-vin

dRabe 
ahy
io
farafara
io

Past-AMP-AN-doing-Pas1
R.gen
I.Acc
that
bed

that


This bed was ordered from me by Rabe
AMP + AN + ROOT + Pas2



[NOM (CIRC), ACC (TH)] 
teo  
amp-an-aov-ana     

farafara 
aho no     
tonga    i       Jeanne.

there 
AMP-AN-doing-Pas2
 
bed     

I     Foc 
arrive 
Det 
J.

I was in the middle of making a bed when Jeanne arrived.

AMP + I + ROOT + Pas1




[NOM (TH), GEN (AG)]

ny
angady

n-amp-i-asa-in


dRabe


Det
spade

Past-AMP-I-work-Pas1
R.Gen

the spade that was used by Rabe

AMP + I + ROOT + Pas2




[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG), ACC (TH)]


ny
antony
n-amp-i-asa-n


dRabe
an’
io
angady

io

Det
reason
Past-AMP-I-work-Pas2
R.gen
Acc
that
spade

that

the reason that Rabe used that spade

[NOM (CAUSEE), GEN (CAUSER), ACC (TH)]
n-amp-i-hinan-an’      

i       
Paoly 
sakafo 
i       
Jeanne.

past-AMP-I-eating-Pas2 
Det
P.   
food   
Det 
J.

Jeanne was fed food by Paul.

IF + AN + ROOT + Pas2



[NOM (TH), GEN (AG = GOAL)]


ny
taratasy
n-if-a-norat-an


dRabe

sy
Rasoa


Det
letters

Past-IF-A-writing-Pas2
R.Gen

and
R.


the letters that were written to each other by R. and R.


[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG = GOAL)]


ny
fomba

n-if-a-noratsorat-ana-reo


Det
manner

past-IF-A-writing.writing-Pas2-2Pl.Gen


the manner in which you all wrote to each other

IF + AMP + I + ROOT





[NOM (AG = TH)]


m-if-amp-i-jery

Rabe
sy
Rasoa

Pres-IF-AMP-ACTt-look
R.
and
R.

Rabe and Rasoa are looking at each other.


[NOM (AG = GOAL]


n-if-amp-i-resaka 

izany

ny
mpitondra
sy
ny


Past-IF-AMP-I-conversation
reportedly
Det
leader

and
Det 

mpanphitra

opposition


Reportedly the leader and the opposition talk to each other.
 

[NOM (CAUSER = CAUSEE), ACC (TH)]


n-if-amp-i-anatra

zavatra
betsaka

isika


Past-IF-AMP-I-advice

thing
many

we


We taught each other many things.




IF + AMP + AN + ROOT 
-  only in colloquial Malagasy

[NOM (CAUSER = CAUSEE), ACC (TH)]

n-if-amp-an-osotra 

menaka 
i 
Jeanne 
sy 
i 
Mary
Past-IF-AMP-AN-smearing 
oil 

Det 
J. 
and 
Det 
M.
Jeanne and Mary had each other smeared with oils.


[NOM (AG = GOAL), ACC (TH)]

n-if-amp-an-olotra 

boky 

i 
Jeanne 
sy 
i 
Mary.
Past-IF-AMP-AN-gift 
book(s) 
Det 
J. 
and 
Det 
M.
Jeanne and Mary had given each other books.


IF + ANK + ActA + ROOT 

-
only in colloquial Malagasy

[NOM (AG = TH)]

n-if-ank-a-siaka 

i 
Jeanne 

sy 
i 
Paoly
past-IF-ANK-A-nastiness 
Det 
J. 

and 
Det 
P
Jeanne and Paul caused each other to be nasty.


AMP + AHA + TAFA + ROOT  



[NOM (CIRC), ACC (AG)]


ahoana 
no 
n-amp-aha-tafa-tsangana

an' 
i 
Jeanne?
how 

Foc 
Past-AMP-AHA-TAFA-tallness 
Acc 
Det 
J.
How did Jeanne manage to stand up/to find herself standing up?

AMP + AHA + VOA + ROOT



[NOM (CIRC), ACC (TH)]

ahoana 
no 
n-amp-aha-voa-kapoka 

an' 
i 
Jaona

how 
Foc 
Past-AMP-AHA-VOA-striking 
Acc 
Det 
J.

How did John get struck/punished?

AMP + I + AN + ROOT



[NOM (AG), ACC (TH)]

n-amp-i-an-trano 

an' 
i 
Jeanne 

i 
Paoly
Past-AMP-I-AN-house 
Acc 
Det 
J. 

Det 
P.
Paul gave shelter to Jeanne.

AMP + IF + AN + ROOT
[NOM (AG = TH)]


n-if-amp-an-dihy

i
Bakoy
sy
i
Vao


Past-IF-AMP-AN-dancing
Det
B.
and
Det
V.


Bakoy and Vao made each other dance. 

[NOM (CAUSER), ACC (CAUSEE = TH)]


n-amp-if-an-daka

azy
ireo

aho


Past-AMP-IF-AN-kicking
3.Acc
those

I


I made them kick each other.

 [NOM (CAUSER), ACC (TH), ACC (CAUSEE = GOAL)]


n-amp-if-a-noratra

taratasy
an'
i
Be
sy
i
Bao


Past-AMP-IF-AN-writing
letter

Acc
Det
B.
and
Det
B.
aho

I


I made Be and Bao write letters to each other.

IF + AMP + I + ROOT + Pas2



[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG = GOAL)]

taiza 
no 
n-if-amp-i-tifir-an’ 


i 
Jaona sy 
i 
Paoly?
where 
Foc 
Past-IF-AMP-I-shooting-Pas2 
Det 
J. 
and 
Det 
P.
Where was it John and Paul shot at each other?



[NOM (CIRC/INST), GEN (AG = TH)]


taiza
no
i-if-amp-i-tifir-an’


ny
polisy
sy
ny


where
Foc
Past-IF-AMP-I-shooting-Pas2
Det
police 
and
Def

mpangalatra


theives


Where/with what did the police and the thieves fire at each other?  

AMP + IF + AN + ROOT + Pas 1




[NOM (CAUSEE = GOAL), ACC (TH)]




n-amp-if-a-norata-na


taratasy
izy

ireo


Past-AMP-IF-AN-writing-Pas1
letter

3Sg

those


They were caused to write letters to each other.

[NOM (CAUSEE  = TH), GEN (CAUSER)]


n-amp-if-an-atreh-in’ 

i 
Paoly 
ny 
roa 
tonta
Past-AMP-IF-front-Pas1 
Det 
P. 
Det 
two 
sides
The two sides were made by Paul to face each other.


AMP + IF + AN + ROOT + Pas2  



[NOM (CAUSEE = TH), GEN (CAUSER)]



amp-if-and-rais-an’


i
Petera
i
Jeanne
sy
i
Paoly

AMP-IF-AN-connection-Pas2 
Det 
P
Det
J.
and
Det
P.

Jeanne and Paul were made to communicate with each other by Peter.



[NOM (CIRC), ACC (AG = TH)]




ahoana 
no 
h-amp-if-and-rais-ana 

ny 
faritra 
rehetra?
how 

Foc 
Fut-AMP-IF-AN-connection-Pas2
Det 
regions all
How/in what manner will all the regions be connected with each other?

[NOM (CIRC), GEN (CAUSER), ACC (CAUSEE = TH)]



maninona 
no 
tsy 
h-amp-if-an-atreh-an’ 

i 
Paoly 
ny 
roa

why 

Foc 
Neg 
Fut-AMP-IF-AN-front-Pas2 
Det 
P. 
Det
two 

tonta?

sides
Why will not the two sides caused by Paul to face each other?
 

AMP + I + AN + ROOT + Pas1



[NOM (AG), GEN (TH)]

n-amp-i-an-trano-in’ 

i 
Paoly 
i 
Jeanne
Past-AMP-I-AN-house-Pas1 
Det 
P. 
Det 
J.
Jeanne was given shelter by Paul.

AMP + I + AN + ROOT + Pas2



[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG), ACC (TH)]

taiza 
no 
n-amp-i-an-trano-an’ 

i 
Paoly 
an' 
i 
Jeanne?
where 
Foc 
Past-AMP-I-AN-house-Pas2 
Det 
P. 
Acc 
Det 
J.
Where did Paul give shelter to Jeanne?

Adjectival roots

ROOT




[NOM (AG)]

petaka
ny
oron’
i 
Jeanne

flat
Det
nose
Det
J.

Jeanne’s nose is flat.

[NOM (AG), ACC (TH)]

feno
rano
ilay
barika

full
water
that
container

That container is full of water. 


[NOM (TH), GEN (AG)]
latsak’

i
Jeanne
ilay
taratasy


flat.by

Det
J
that
letter

The letter is dropped by Jeanne.
ROOT - Pas1



[NOM (GOAL), GEN (AG), ACC (TH)]

no-feno-in'
i
Paoly
rano
ilay
barika


Past-full-Pas1
Det
P.
water
that
container


The container was filled with water by Paul.

AN + ROOT 


[NOM (AG), ACC (TH)]

n-am-etaka 
filazana
i 
Jeanne.
Past-AN-flat 
notice 

Det 
J.
Jeanne stuck a notice.


[NOM (AG), ACC (GOAL), ACC (TH)]


n-a-meno
rano
ilay
barika

i
Paoly


Past-AN-full
water
that
container
Det
P.


Paul was filling this container with water. 

[NOM (AG), ACC (GOAL), OBLIQUE (TH)]


n-a-meno
ilay
barika

tamina
rano
i
Paoly


Past-AN-full
that
container
with
water
Det
P.


Paul was filling this container with water. 

I + ROOT



[NOM (TH)]

m-i-petaka 
eo 
amin'
ny 
rindrina 
ilay 
filazana
Pres-I-flat 
there 
on 
Det 
wall 

that 
notice
That notice is stuck on the wall.






[NOM (AG)]


n-i-araka       

i     
Jeanne 
sy   
i     
Paoly

Past-I-following 
Det 
J. 
and 
Det 
P.

Jeanne and Paul went together.
PasA + ROOT



[NOM (TH), GEN (AG)]

n-a-latsak’
i
Paoly
ny
taratasy


Past-A-flat.by
Det
P.
Det
letter

The letter was being dropped by Paul.

VOA + ROOT



[NOM (TH), GEN (AG)]

voa-henjan’

i
Jeanne
ilay
tady


VOA-stretched
Det
J.
that
rope

That rope has been stretched by Jeanne.

TAFA + ROOT



[NOM (TH)]  
tafa-petaka
ilay
sary

TAFA-flat
that
picture

The picture has been put up (despite adversity).


[NOM (TH), GEN (AG)]


tafa-latsak‘
i
Paoly
ny
taratasy


TAFA-flat.by
Det
P.
Det
letter

The letter was dropped by Paul.


AHA + ROOT



[NOM (AG), ACC (TH)]

n-aha-gaga       
an'  
i       
Jeanne 

io

Past-AHA-surprised 
Acc 
Det 
J. 

this

This caused Jeanne to be surprised.


[NOM (AG)]

m-aha-gaga       
io

Pres-AHA-surprised 
this

This is surprising.
[NOM (CIRC), ACC (TH)]

ahoana    
no    
n-aha-latsaka     
an' 
ilay  
taratasy?

how 

Foc 
Past-AHA-flat 
Acc 
that 
letter

How was that letter dropped?
AN + ROOT + Pas2


[NOM (CIRC/INSTR), GEN (AG), ACC (TH)]

ahoana 
no 
an-enjan-an’ 

i 
Jeanne 
an' 
io?
how 

Foc 
AN-stretched-Pas2 
Det 
J. 
Acc 
this
How is this stretched by Jeanne?



[NOM (TH), GEN (AG), ACC (GOAL)]


(tamin') ny
rano
no
n-a-meno-an

i 
Paoly
ilay
barika


with
 Det
water
Foc
Past-AN-full-Pas2
Det 
P.
that
container


It is with the water that Paul filled that container.

I + ROOT + Pass2


[NOM (CIRC), ACC (TH)]  



taiza     no     
n-i-petah-an'        
io?

where 
Foc 
Past-I-flat-Pas2 
this

Where was it that this was stuck?
AHA + ROOT + Pass2


[NOM (CIRC), ACC (TH)]  


taiza
no
n-aha-latsah-an’
ilay
fiara


where
Foc
Past-AHA-flat-Pas2
that
car


Where was the car dropped?

AHA + VOA +ROOT



[NOM (CIRC), ACC (TH)] 

ahoana no     
n-aha-voa-henjana    

an' 
io?

how      Foc 
Past-AHA-VOA-stretched 
Acc 
this

How was this stretched?
AHA + TAFA + ROOT



[NOM (CIRC), ACC (TH)] 


ahoana
no
n-aha-tafa-latsaka

an’
i
Jeanne


how
Foc
Past-AHA-TAFA-flat

Acc
Det
J.

How did Jeanne manage to get enrolled?

AMP + I + ROOT
 

[NOM (CIRC), ACC (TH)]   

inona 
no     
n-amp-i-henjana           
an'  
io?

what 
Foc 
Past-AMP-I-stretched 
Acc 
this

What is the cause of this being stretched?
[NOM (AG), ACC (TH)]

n-amp-i-araka 


an' 
i 
Jeanne 
sy 
i 
Paoly 
i 
Koto.
Past-AMP-I-following 
Acc 
Det 
J. 
and 
Det 
P. 
Det 
K.
Koto asked/made Jeanne and Paul go together.


[NOM (AG)]  

n-amp-i-araka 


ilay 
pastera.
Past-AMP-I-following 
that 
clergyman
The clergyman was having a date.

AMP + AN + ROOT


[NOM (CAUSER), ACC (CAUSEE), ACC (TH)]


n-amp-a-metaka 
fitaratra
an’
i
Paoly
i
Jeanne

Past-AMP-AN-flat
glass

Acc
Det
P.
Det
J.

Jeanne asked Paul to set up the glass.

[NOM (CAUSER), ACC (CAUSEE), ACC (TH), ACC (GOAL)]


n-amp-a-meno

rano
ilay
barika

an'
i
Paoly
i 
Jeanne


Past-AMP-AN-full
water
that
container 
Acc
Det
P.
Det 
J.

Jeanne caused Paul to fill that container with water. 


AMP + VOA + ROOT


[NOM (CIRC), ACC (TH)]

ahoana 
no 
n-ampa-voa-henjana 

an' 
io
how 

Foc 
Past-AMP-VOA-stretched 
Acc 
this
How was this stretched out?

AMP + TAFA + ROOT 


[NOM (CIRC), ACC (TH)]


ahoana 
no 
n-amp-a-tafa-latsaka 

an' 
io
how 

Foc 
Past-AMP-TAFA-fallen 
Acc 
this
How was this dropped?

AMP +AHA + ROOT


[NOM (CIRC), ACC (TH)]

ahoana 
no 
n-amp-aha-latsaka 

an' 
io?
how 

Foc 
Past-AMP-AHA-fallen 
Acc 
this
How did this manage to be dropped?

IF + AN + ROOT


[NOM (AG = TH)]

m-if-am-eno       
tsara 
ireo

Pres-IF-AN-full 
well  
they

Those things complement each other well.

n-if-an-araka


ireo
mponina
…


Past-IF-AN-following 
those
population

The population agreed with each other that …


[NOM (AG), OBLIQUE (TH)]




n-if-an-araka

tamin’
i
Mary
aho

Past-IF-AN-following
with
Det
M
I

I agreed with Mary.

AMP + AN + ROOT + Pas1


[NOM (TH), GEN (CAUSER), ACC (CAUSEE)]

n-amp-an-arah-in’ 


i 
Paoly 
olona 
ny 
zana(ka)/ny

Past-AMP-AN-following-Pas1 
Det 
P. 
people 
Det 
child(ren)-3Sg

His child(dren) was/were made by Paul to be followed by people.

AMP + AN + ROOT + Pas2


[NOM (CIRC), ACC (TH)]

teo     
amp-am-etah-ana     
an' 
io    
i     
Paoly 
no     
tratra

there 
AMP-AN-flat-Pas2 
Acc 
this 
Det 
P.   
Foc 
caught

Paul was in the middle of sticking this when he was caught.
AMP + I + ROOT + Pas1


[NOM (TH), GEN (AG)] 

n-amp-i-arah-in’

i
Koto
i
Jeanne
sy
i
Paoly

Past-AMP-I-following-Pas1
Det
K.
Det
J.
and
Det
P.

Jeanne and Paul were asked by Koto to go together.


[NOM (TH), GEN (AG), OBLIQUE (TH)]

n-amp-i-arah-in(a) 

i 
Jeanne tamin' 
ny 
fangatahana 

Past-AMP-I-following-Pas1 
Det 
J. 
with
Det 
request 

ilay 
taratasy
that 
letter
The letter was put together by Jeanne with the request.

AMP + I + ROOT + Pas2


[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG), ACC (TH)]


omaly

no
n-amp-i-araha-n’

i
Koto
i
Jeanne
sy


yesterday
Foc
Past-AMP-I-following-Pas2
Det
K.
Det
J.
and
i 
Paoly


Det 
P.

It was yesterday that Jeanne and Paul were asked by Koto to go together.

IF + AN + ROOT + Pas2


[NOM (CIRC/INST), GEN (AG = TH)]




taiza
no
n-if-a-rah-andry


zareo


where
Foc
Past-IF-AN-folowing-Pas2.Pl

they


Where did they agree on that?


AMP + IF + AN + ROOT 



[NOM (CIRC), ACC (AG = TH)

inona no     
n-amp-if-a-nenjana   

an
dry            
zareo?

what  Foc 
Past-AMP-IF-AN-stretched 
Acc
Det.Pl 

those

What is it which caused them to have a clash?
inona no     
tsy  
m-amp-if-an-araka               
an
dry               
zareo?

what  Foc
Neg 
Pres-AMP-IF-AN-following 
Acc
Det.Pl 

those

What is it which causes them not to be in agreement?
AMP + IF + AN + ROOT + Pas1


[NOM (TH = CAUSEE)] 

amp-if-a-meno-in’ 

ity 
sy    
iry

AMP-IF-AN-full-Pas1 
this
and  
that

This and that are being made to complement each other.
AMP + IF + AN + ROOT + Pas2 


[NOM (CAUSEE  = TH), GEN (CAUSER)]


n-amp-if-am-eno-an'(a) 
i 
Jeanne 
ireo 
hevitra 
roa 
ireo 

Past-AMP-IF-AN-full-Pas2 
Det 
J. 
those 
idea(s) 

two 
those

Those two ideas were made by Jeanne to complement each other.

AMP + AHA + VOA + ROOT



[NOM (CIRC), ACC (TH)]

ahoana no     
n-amp-aha-voa-petaka 
an'  
io   
tao?

how      Foc 
Past-AMP-AHA-VOA-flat  
Acc 
this 
there 

How did this manage to get stuck in there?

IF + AMP + AN + ROOT
- only in colloquial Malagasy

[NOM (AG = TH)] 


n-if-amp-an-enjana 

tao 
ry 
zareo
Past-IF-AMP-AN-stretched 
there 
Det.Pl 
they
They had a big fight there. 

Active  roots

ROOT 




[NOM (AG)]

tamy 
i 
Paoly
come 
Det 
P.
Paul is coming.


[NOM (TH), GEN (AG)]


tonga-n’
i
Jeanne
ilay
entana


arrive-by
Det
J.
that
luggage


The luggage has been brought by Jeanne.


[NOM (AG), ACC (TH)]




tia 
an' 
i 
Jeanne i 
Paoly.
love 
Acc 
Det 
J. 
det 
P.
Paul loves Jeanne.

AHA + ROOT 



[NOM (CIRC), ACC (AG)]

inona 
no    
m-aha-tonga      
an'   
io?

what  
Foc 
Pres-AHA-arive 
Acc
this

What can be the cause of this happening?
ahoana 
no      
n-aha-tonga                 an'   
io?

how      
Foc  
Past-AHA-arrive 
Acc 
this

How did this come about/occur?
AHA + ROOT + Pas2


[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG)]


ahona
no
n-aha-lasa-nan’

ilay
gisa


how
Foc
Past-AHA-gone-Pas2.by
that
goose

How did that goose leave?



I + ROOT + Pas2


[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG)]

avy      

taiza     
no     
n-i-avi-an'          
io?

coming 
where 

Foc 
Past-I-come-Pas2 
this

Where indeed did this originate from? 

AMP + AHA + ROOT



[NOM (CIRC), ACC (TH)]   

ahoana
no
n-amp-aha-lasa

an’
io?

how
Foc
Past-AMP-AHA-gone

Acc
this

How has this been sent off?


[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG), ACC (TH)]

ahona
no
n-amp-a-tia-n’


i
Jeanne
an’
i
io


how
Foc
Past-AMP-AHA-love-by
Det
J.
Acc
Det
this

How was this liked by Jeanne?

IF + ANK + ActA + ROOT



[NOM (AG = TH)]

n-if-ank-a-tia 


i 
Jeanne sy 
i 
Paoly

Past-IF-ANK-A-love 

Det 
J. 
and 
Det 
P.
Jeanne and Paul loved each other. 

IF + ANK + ActA + ROOT + Pas2



[NOM (CIRC), GEN (AG = TH)]


tany
Antsirabe
no
n-if-ank-a-tia-van’

i
Jeanne sy



that
A.

Foc
Past-IF-ANK-A-love-Pas2
Det
J.
and


i 
Paoly

Det
P. 

It was in Ansirabe that Jeanne and Paul got in love. 


